ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Annual Subscription: $3.00 17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA Printed in the U. S. A. 
297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10 
Tel.: GRamercy 5-3475 — Cable Address: “Worcil” ZEROOK LIBS 


Ov "A ps 
PACIFIC SCHOOL 


Hr 
8) oO; 1, 
el RELIGION SF 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES (in process of formation) 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD ALLIANCE for INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE CHURCHES 
the WORLD ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


enn nen nn errr rrr cnnrceeneceeeeeeeeeecee eS, Se SSS 
The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for Opinions expressed in its news items. 


ee 


Now 3 Fourteenth Year January 24, 1947 
BELGIUM Welcome Enemy 


It is certainly a uniaue event when a former German commander receives a 
cordial welcome in the very city which he has commanded during the years of 
occupation. This has happened to Dr. Reinhold von Thadden, Chairman of the Studenv 
Christian Movement of Germany, who represents the foreign office of the German 
Evangelical Church at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches. During the 
war Dr. von Thadden was the military cus:ander of the city of Louvain in Belgium. 
On the occasion of his recent visit to German prisoners of war in Belgium a dinner 
was organised in Louvain by Dr. Bruynoghe, professor of the University of Louvain, 
who was Burgomaster o. the city during the war. The dinner was attended by the 
Rector Magnificus Monseigneir van Waeyenbergh, Apostolical Protonotary, and by the 
Chief of Police. 


Various speakers expressed their gratitude to Dr. von Thadden for his Christicn 
attitude during the years of occupation. It was specially stressed that it was 
thanks to the persistent efforts of Dr. von Thadden that Rector Mgr. van Waeyenbergh 
who had been imprisoned by the Nazis could be liberated, and that the hostages from 
Brussels imprisoned in Louvain were not executed, in spite of a definite order from 


the military governor, S. S. General Jungklaus. Ew Ps. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Ecumenical Visits 


Not only does Czechoslovakia enjoy complete religious liberty; the relations 
between Church and State are also satisfactory. ‘So the General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, reported on his return from 
Prague to Geneva. The Churches are taking to heart the Christmas message of 
President Benes, in which he appealed to them to cooperate actively in the re- 
construction and especially to give moral leadership to young people in this 
difficult post-war situation. Dr. Visser 't Hooft, accompanied by Dr. Bush and 
Pastor Wickstrom, colleagues from the Reconstruction Vepartment of the World Council 
had a long conversation with Dr. Benes about the position of the Church in Czecho- 
slovakia during which Dr. Visser 't Hooft drew the Government's attention especially 
to the conseauences of the resettlement policy for the life of the Church. They 
also took part as guests in the Synod of the Czech Brethren Church and reported to 
it on the present position of ecumenical work, Their lectures were attended by 
large audiences not only from the Brethren Church but also from the other Churches 


of Czechoslovakia. E.P.S.Geneva 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA _ : New Bishop in Slovakia 


Pastor Feder Ruppeldt of Zilina has been elected Bishop of the western district 
of the Lutheran Church of Slovakia. He takes the place of Dr. Osusky who has re- 
signed, in order to devote himself exclusively to his work as Professor of 
Philosophy at the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Bratislava. The new Bishop is 
an old friend of the ecumenical movement and President of the Czechoslovak VYouncil 
of the World Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches. 

E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY The Resettlement Work of the Church 


At the invitation of the World Council of Churches, Pastor Otto Fricke from 
Frankfurt-am-Main has been on a visit to Switzerland. He is the trustee of the 
Hilfswerk of the Evangelical Church in South Hesse directed by Dr. Gerstenmaier, 
and temporary representative of Pastor Niemoeller at the Church foreign office. 
Pastor Fricke took part in the Bible Conference of the Study Department of the 
World Council at Bossey (See E.P.S. Nos. 1 and 2) as a German representative, and 
afterwards visited the heads of the different departments at the headquarters of 
the World Council. 


During his visit to Switzerland Pastor Fricke gave some lantern lectures on 
the work of the Hilfswerk in South Hesse, including the large settlement started 
near Frankfurt last summer. The purp se of this refugee work is to tackle’ the 
difficulties of the situation at their very roots; pure relief work is inadequate. 
The families which have been uprooted from the Hast of Germany must be re-housed 
and begin a new life on a healthy economic basis. For this purpose the Hilfswerk 
has formed a resettlement association. Suitable families who wish to emigrate are 
helped by the organs of Hilfswerk and prepared for their new work. 


After the preliminary work had been carried out last summer by released 
prisoners of war from the eastern provinces, who could not return there, the 
settlement is to be started on a large scale this Spring. The settlers help one 
another in constructing the houses and in return for their work have the right to a 
house of their own. At the same time preparations are being made for horticulturai 
work and workshops of various kinds are being built, so as to provide work and 
accommodation for 5,000 to 7,000 people. As the authorities are very interested in 
the work, Pastor Fricke hopes it will make great progress this year. Abt the same 
time a youth camp is being built on land belonging to the settlement, in cooperation 
with the American Military Government which has supplied ali the equipment. This 
youth-village is to house 200 to 300 young people who have gone off the rails. 


Training centres are also being set ur for disabled war-victims, and a special 
centre for help and advice to Christians who were persecuted by the Nazis for 
racial reasons. Similar experiments are being undertaken in other parts of Germany, 
such as the resettlemeit project in Wurttemberg, but have not yet made as much 
progress. BE. P.S. Geneva 


The World-Wide Y.W.C.A. at Work 


The meeting in Geneva (15-22 January 1947) of the World's Y.W.C.A, Executive 
Committee has brought together women leaders from many parts of the world. The 
main business of the meeting was to make final plans for the Council meeting of the 
World's Y.W.C.A., to take place in the Far East in October next. It was therefore 
of special importance that there was a representative of China, India and Japan: 


Mrs. Chu, Vice~President of the World's Y.W.C.A. for China, spoke of the out- 
standing part played by women in China during the war. It seemed as if almost 
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overnight they had come out of their seclusion of centuries to take responsibility 
during their country's crisis. 


The place of the Y.W.C.A. in this whole movement was not insignificant. When, 
tn 193€, Madame Chiang Kai-Shek called together leading women of China to discuss 
now they could help to meet the national crisis, of the 58 women who took part in 
the discussions, 60% had had experience in Y.W.C.A. work. Last July, the 
Association managed to overcome such problems as lack of premises, of finance, of 
personnel, and to’ hold an enlarged Executive Committee meeting. This gave impetus 
to the work of a number of Associations which are now particularly occupied with 
the problems arising through the return to the East of the population which had 
trekked to the interior. Mrs. Chu spoke of the great difficulties of the present 
situation, with fighting continuing in some parts of China, inflation, and 
political problems, but she added: "China goes on". 


) Mrs. Tamaki Uemura, the first Japanese woman to be ordained and first Japanese 
civilian to leave her country since the war, spoke of the changed attitude of the 
Japanese people since the end of the war. The announcement of the Mikado over the 
radio that Japan had been defeated came as an astounding surprise to them. The 
emperor had hitherto been considered divine, and they as a people shared that 
divine life. Mrs. Uemura was given audience with the Emperor before her departure 
from Japan. She described his attitude then as one of sincerity, sadness and of 
great desire to be of service to his country. He strongly expressed his belief 
that many unhappy things in the world were brought about by misunderstanding and 
urged that mankind in this post-war age should work for a new mutual understanding. 
He spoke with appreciation of the friendship shown to Japanese Christians by 
Christians in other parts of the world. He urged his people not to suffer remorse 
on account of the past, but to advance towards the future with a new attitude of 
mind, 


Mrs. Uemura found her people readily admitting their defeat, militarily and 
morally, but the lacx of exultation on the part of General McArthur and the 
American army had made it easier for the Japanese to take a positive attitude. 


In the political field there were four active parties: Progressives, Liberals, 
Social Democrats and Communists. The Social Democrats included Kagawa and the 
co-operative movement. During the war Kagawa bought tracts of land for the re- 
settlement of Japanese repatriated and started new model villages throughout the 
country. The Protestant Church co-operated in this work. Many liberals and other 
democratic leaders who had been excluded from public office in recent years were 
now taking a leading part in educational work, with revolutionary results. A 
number of women had been elected to Parliament. The greatest rival to Christianity 
in Japan today was Communism. After years - sometimes as many as 20 — in prison, 
Communist leaders now released were very active. 


As regards church membership, the position is approximately as follows: 
Protestants 200,000 - Roman Catholics 70,000 - Greek Orthodox 30,000. Buddhists 
were active and were abandoning some of their former customs in an effort to make 
Buddhism a living religion for today. 


Never had there been a greater opportunity before the Church in Japan, said 
Mrs. Uemura, than at present. Students in particular were coming to church leaders 
for guidance. There were practically no church buildings, yet young people were 
coming together freely for discussion and in a common search. The help of 
Christians of other countries was needed if the opportunity now offered was to be 


adequately met. 
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Miss Ivy Khan, of India, described the rehabilitation scheme undertaken by the 
Y.W.C.A. in Bengal after the famine of 1944. The desperate physical conditions, 
which in other countries would have caused a revolution, in India resulted only in 
complete inertia. Families became separated, children deserted, streets strewn 
with corpses. The Y.W.C.A. worked in one particular village, where a centre for 
women and young widows was set up. 


Miss Jean Begg, of Australia, told of the very varied work in which she had 
been engaged in the Hast. She had been among the first to enter Burma after actual 
fighting had ceased. Conditions there were amongst the worst she had experienced 
anywhere. The Y.W.C.A. of Burma had kept active throughout, and as soon as 
conditions permitted began grappling with the problems of their country. The 
Y.W.C.A. was the only group in Burma caring for the large number of girls returning 
to their country and needing homes. 


After Burma Miss Begg went to Singapore where she worked among those just then 
released from concentration camp. In Borneo and Malaya she did a similar work among 
those released from concentration camp. E.P.S. Geneva 


CHINA - Mr. Lu Chen-chung, a research fellow in Yenching!'!s School of Religion, 
completed, during the war period, the first complete translation of the New Testa-— 


ment into Chinese from the Greek. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Visit of Pastor Niemoeller 


Pastor Martin NiemJeller, who is at present visiting the United States, receiv-~- 
ed a warm welcome from the different Churches there. As there have been a number 
of attacks against him in the press, however, several editors of Christian papers 
have intervened on his behalf. Thus "The Christian Century" pleads for fair play 
to Pastor Niemdeller, who is in the States at the invitation of the Federal Council 
and the World Council of Churches, being the first private individual to come from 
Germany since the war under other than Government auspices. 


The attacks on him are based mainly on misinforr.ation or on accidental or 
deliberate miscuotations. Niemoeller was expelled from his post in the Church in 
the first instance, owing to his spirited criticism of anti-Semitism. His 
opposition to Hitlerism was basic and sweeping - not merely confined to attacking 
State control of the Church - and his motive in seeking reinstatement in the Navy 
was primarily to get out of concentration camp in order to continue his battle 
against Hitler. 


"Religion in the News", the weekly broadcast, expressed the same view. It 
happens also to be in line with the view o.’ such distinguished experts as General 
Fisenhower, who has stated his confidence in the sincerity and reliability of this 


representative of the Terman Church. ie P.S. Geneva 
MEXICO Meeting of the Christian Evangelical Council 


The Christian Evangelical Council of Mexico held its 20th Assembly from 
October 16-18, 1946, at Puebla, the Chairman being Professor G. Baez Camargo. The 
Council is composed of two delegates from each of the thirteen affiliated 
organisations. The Assembly decided to nominate three secretaries who will devote 
their time entirely to the work of the Council, which is developing in an encourag- 


ing manner. E.P.S,.Geneva 
GERMANY One Church for Roman Catholics and Protestants 


" 
In Lubeck, where a large number of churches were destroyed during the bombard- 


ments, the old church of St. Catharine which had not been used for 150 years has now 
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been reopened, The outstanding thing is that this church is being used both for 
Lutheran and for Roman Catholic services. The same thing is happening in other 
areas where Protestant churches are being used more and more for Catholic services, 


as in Saxony and Thuringia. K.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Protestant Meeting in Paris 


On January 7, 1947 a large conference took place in the Salle Wagram in Paris. 
This time it was not a meeting for evangelisation but a meeting of Protestants to 
listen together to the message which the organisers had asked God to give them: 
The big hall was full and contained at least 3,500 pe ple. 


Pastor J. F. Benoit, Director of the Société Centrale Evangelique, gave an 
aadress based on the word of command: "Today I have set before you death and life... 
Therefore choose life" (Deut.30:15). "One wonders whether Protestantism today is 
not affected by some inferiority complex, by avarice - in the form of Malthusianism- 
or timidity", said Pastor Benoit. "We must have a plan of action, the object of 
which is to bring Christ's message to the people of France... Ask God for 20 new 
missionary c ommunities and 10,000 sovls saved in the four coming years!" 


Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation, also spoke 
of the formidable cho*ce by which we are confronted: "Are we capable of making the 
choice? We can choose as individuals, if God takes us and calls us by His spirit. 
But can the choice be made by our Churches as a whole? Are not our plans illusions? 
We are a small minority, a small remnant. That is a fact against which we must not 
revolt. It is already a miracle that Protestantism has survived at all on the soil 
of France." 


It is in this very fact that M. Boegner discerns the vocation of Protestantism 
and the meaning of the programme of action proposed. " We must be the Church of 
the Word. In the midst of our people we are called to be the Church which gives it 
the Gospel. The acceptance of this vocation, the response to it, mean choosing 
life." In closing, M. Boegner insisted on the urgent duty of organising parish 
life in a more effective way, which depends to a large extent on the lay members; 
he also emphasised the necessity of bringing about a deep understanding between all 
the spiritual families of Protestantism, in order to study the problems of its 


life today and its future. E.P.S,. Geneva 
OUsce os hie Training of Young Priests 


The "Periodical of the Moscow Patriarchate" (No. 7, 1946) reports on the ex- 
periences of the Russian Orthodox Church in cconnectic.: with the theological educa- 
ticn of young priests. 


The religious Seminary in Moscow can now look back on two years of activity. 
This period was characterised - as the Rector, Professor Savinski emphasised - by 
the endeavours of the directors to find the form which the Institute should assume 
in the present circumstances of church life. They were restrained from the tempta- 
tion of applying simplified methods of training by the consciousness of the high 
responsibility of the Seminary, and tic demands which would be made on these 
spiritual leaders in future. The Seminary has therefore succeeded in reaching the 
former standard of theological education. For this purpose, when working out the 
curriculum, "spiritua? instructions" were drawn up for the students. The Seminary 
was not to be a place for studying the abstractions of theological science, nor 
was it to be a mere training-college for a profession. Its purpose was rather a 
“change in the life of the spirit" and with it a fundamental adjustment for the 
preistly office, meditation and self-discipline, with the result that all "casual 
or incompatible elements among the candidates soon fell away". At the end of the 
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first year 18 students were left out of the 36 who had entered, but these 18 were 
able to follow the lectures and to fulfill the discipline devanied of them. 


A new and more difficult entrance examination was introduced, which enabled 
the candidates to be sifted out from the very beginning. The results of the 
second term. were very good. In the preparatory grade the results improved by 16%. 
In the first and second terms the standard was satisfactory, while the participents 
in the third course were well up to the standard of the former theological 
Academy. These positive results are partly due to replacing the lecture—system 
by the school lesson-system, combined with the moral growth of the students. The 
higher grade is now separated and has gone up into the new theological Academy. 

One essential object of the "Teaching Collective" has been achieved. 


In his address at the celebrations at the end of the second school year, the 
Patriarch explained: "The most important thing in religious education has been 
achieved: the fusion of the candidates with the Church and the church order... 

Our religious Seminary is attracting the attention not only of people attached 

to the Church in Moscow and in the whole Soviet Union, but also of the whole 
Orthodox world abroad and especially in the Slav counties; where many leading 
church personalities owe their relizious training to our previous religious 
academies (for example the Exarch-cf Bu..: rie, Metropolitan Stephan, the Serbian 
Metropolitan Jcsef, the Roumanian Patriarch Nitodim, etc.) These church leaders are 
now hoping that their own young countrymen why decide to enter the service of the 
Church may enjoy the benefit of education in our higher bhee) Geice al schools. 

They do so in the certainty that these colleges are essentially the same religious 
academies where they were ecucated themseives and c7 which they have the best 


recollections... Anyone whe applies to erter the service cf the Church today, 
feels that he has been called tc ua so. The er.thusi2zsm of the new candidates to the 
preisthood is a guarantee of their future success. They wlll be the future 


leaders of spiritual educaticn in our covntry, whose government has enabled us to 
Open academies in Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev.! 
E.P.S.Geneva 


Opening of the Second Course at Bossey 


The second term at the Ecumenical Institvse at the chateau de Bossey near 
Geneva began on January 15,and will last unti’. March 29, iy47. it is a course for 
young pastors and theological Bin ee in ccntrast to the first term which was for 
young lay people (see E.P.S. No 47, 1945). There are 47 students from 17 
different countries, most of whom have already arrived. The lecturers are 20 
professors from 10 countries. The Dean for this session is Professor Hans 
Hoekendijk of Holland, formerly General Secretary of the Dutth Student Christian 
Movement, who more recently servec in the mission ficld in Indonesia. "The 
Renewal of the Church" is the general theme underlying the courses. 


f.P.S.Geneva 
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